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Getting the
right read

nternational architecture
Iand design firm Perkins

Eastman completed a proto-
typical radiology reading area as
the first step in a phased master
plan for the University of Vir-
ginia Health System's Radiology
Department.

In response to the client's
need for ergonomically
improved, private work areas
and advanced multimedia con-
ference space, the firm designed
a suite comprising several work-
station types for consideration
in advance of the installation of
a modular and flexible 40-sta-
tion main reading room.

Reading digital images
requires less centralized access
to files but needs a more private
and efficient work space where
there will be fewer interrup-
tions. The reading room consists
of a flexible environment that
uses controlled lighting and
sound-absorbing materials to
dramatic effect.

Several types of open office
workstations as well as a private
work environment are being
evaluated by radiology staff.
Each work area features easily
adjustable, multiscreen flat-pan-
el picture archiving and commu-
nication system (PACS) displays,
multiple central processing
units, adjustable-height work
surfaces, wire management and
sound-absorbing panels
between stations. HFM
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